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Composing Comedy 

Part of “Humour, Play and Games”, organized in conjunction with the Jackman Humanities Institute 
and co-sponsored by the Faculty of Music and JHI’s Program for the Arts. 


Introduction 

Katherine Larson, Associate Professor of English, University of Toronto 

Where is Comedy in Contemporary Music? 

Tyler Versluis, DMA student, Faculty of Music, University of Toronto 

“Well Being”, an animated short by Domee Shi, music by Caleb Chan 


Shelley Marwood: Selfie 

Text by Maria Reva 

Suu Taylor, soprano 
Valentina Sadovski, piano 


Interview with composers Shelley Marwood and Elisha Denburg 


Elisha Denburg: 

FISHER PRICE LAUGH & LEARN 
FUN WITH FRIENDS MUSICAL TABLE 

The Toy Piano Composers Ensemble 

Elisha Denburg, soloist 

Tim Crouch, flute 

Anthony Thompson, clarinet 

Sharon Lee, violin 

Wesley Shen, piano 
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Shelley Marwood is an emerging composer whose output includes works for orchestra, choir, opera, 
chamber ensembles, and solo instruments. She has had works commissioned and performed across North 
America by ensembles such as the Vancouver, Winnipeg, and Windsor Symphony Orchestras and Ensemble 
Contemporain de Montreal. Her piece “Merge" has received excellent reviews since its inclusion on the 
Rubbing Stone Ensemble’s debut CD, which was released in May 2014. Following a successful premiere 
in January 2014 at University of Toronto’s New Music Festival, her opera “Say No to the Dress" will receive 
additional performances by Dalhousie University in February 2015. Shelley received first prize in the 2008 
CMC Prairie Region Emerging Composers’ Competition, and was one of the featured composers of the 2009 
Windsor Canadian Music Festival. She is currently pursuing her DMA in composition at the University of 
Toronto, and is an Associate of the Canadian Music Centre. 

Elisha Denburg’s music has been commissioned, premiered, recorded, and performed across Canada 
and in the US. Collaborating artists include Valerie Tryon, Arpatambora, junctQfn keyboard collective, Windago 
Ensemble & Choir, TorQ Percussion Quartet, New Music Edmonton, Sneak Peek Orchestra, Esprit Orchestra, 
and the Array Ensemble. His music has also been aired on CBC’s “The Signal”. His orchestral work, Prelude, 
won the UTSO Composition Competition, and was read by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 

The spring of 2014 saw the premiere of his one-act chamber opera, commissioned by Essential Opera (with 
librettist Maya Rabinovitch) titled Regina, about the first female rabbi. Commissions from the Halifax Camerata 
Singers and Thin Edge New Music Collective rounded out the 2013-14 season. Elisha is Co-Artistic Director of 
the Toy Piano Composers, a collective founded in 2008 by Monica Pearce and Chris Thornborrow. A graduate of 
the DMA program at the University of Toronto, Elisha’s research there focused on the music of Srul Irving Glick, 
and was funded by the Klinghofer Scholarship in Jewish Studies. 


